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SPACE SECTOR ATTRACTIVENESS FOR START-UPS: EVIDENCES FROM ITALY

Abstract

The New Space Economy has changed the space sector by allowing the entrance of new industrial,
financial and commercial players. Space has become “accessible to everyone”, and a large number of
small companies, even though not immediately linked to space, have found the opportunity to develop
their business ideas within space sector. This is evidenced by some European programmes, which are
registering for the first time a high participation of non-space actors.

This article mainly aims to answer to the question: how is the space sector capable of attracting small
companies from outside?

The Italian case is presented as a successful experiment of a new dynamic growing eco-system for
private and public stakeholders. The authors also investigate the usefulness of factors like availability of
qualified skills, logistical and infrastructural tools, beside financial resources, for the diffusion of innovation
and technology transfer, to understand also at what extent aggregation promotes the exchange of skills
and technological creativity for commercial purposes.



